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its properties to various insoluble salts, he thought it re-
quisite, in the first place, to inquire whether it might
not be a compound of an unknown acid and earth. But
when exposed to the action of a powerful galvanic bat-
tery it was not decomposed $ of course there was no rea-
son for considering it as propable that it was of a saline
nature. On the supposition that it was a metallic per-
oxidbe, it was exposed to experiments precisely similar
to those formerly described, when treating of the de-
composition of alumina, and the results were exactly
the same. Hence there is r eason to consider it as a com-,
pound of oxygen and a peculiar metal, though the ex-
periments cannot be considered quite decisive. To the
supposed metal Mr Davy proposes to give the name of
tilicium.